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Indian casinos are extraordinarily
controversial. They have brought great
wealth to previously impoverished tribes,
but they also generate opposition. What
effects do casinos really have on
indigenous people? How do they really
affect the larger community? Chumash
Renaissance answers these questions for
one California tribe, the Santa Ynez Band
of Chumash Indians. Paul H. Gelles
examines how successive waves of
colonization have impacted Chumash
identity and cultural politics in the Santa
Ynez Valley today. Exposing the
stereotypes and false assumptions made
about the tribe, he shows how the Chumash
are overcoming cultural suppression and
educational marginalization, how culture
and education are interwoven in complex
ways, and how the tribe has gained power
over its cultural patrimony and heritage.
Informative and illuminating, Chumash
Renaissance provides an on-the-ground
look at Chumash cultural renaissance, the
opposition faced by the tribe, and the
deeper historical currents and changing
cultural politics of rural California today.
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